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The text of this volume contains a translation of
nearly one-third of the ‘ Emile,' Rousseau’s formal educa-
tional treatise. An attempt has been made to preserve
its continuity, and this task has been rendered easier by
the large number of digressions and repetitions in
Rousseau's writings. The sections omitted are indicated
throughout ; as also are sentences and paragraphs,
except in a few passages where a note has been added
to show that the passage has been greatly condensed.
The extracts from * Emile’ occupy about three-quarters
of the present volume; the rest consists of (1) a long
passage from ‘La Nouvelle Héloise'; (2) various letters
showing how Rousseau modified his educational theories
to meet concrete circumstances; and (3) a passage
from the treatise on the government of Poland which
enables the reader to see the reverse side of his views
on the relation of education to citizenship.
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As a writer on education, Locke’s fame rests upon
“ Some Thoughts Concerning Education,’ first published
in 1693, and the incomplete and unrevised ‘Of the
Conduct of the Understanding,’ which first appeared in
the posthumous edition of his works published in 1706.
The former book now ranks as one of the few English
Classics on its theme, and in some things the best
modern practice is but an elaboration of what is written ~
there. From the standpoint of method, its most
striking features are the insistence on the educational
value of play, the part assigned to utility in the choice
of studies, and the importance attached to teaching
young children through the organs of sense rather than
through information supplied by books or teachers.
The * Conduct of the Understanding’ is complementary
to ‘Some Thoughts,’ and is indispensable to a proper
comprehension of Locke's ideas of education: the one
problem kept in view is how best to cultivate the
rational element in man when the reign of the school-
master is ended.
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